Local hero sets her sites on

bringing parents together

A DEDICATED and computer-savwy
Wantima mother has been honoured at
the Knox Austratia Day awards for
providing suppor 1o parents of premature
bables.
Julia Tovonen, 29, was chosen as this
year's Local Hero at the civic centre on
Saturday
“Winning this award Is very exciting and
overwhelming, There were many people
nominated who have been doing good
things n the community for 40 years."
Alter the premature birth of her son
Ronan in March 2006, she was driven to
help others in the same stuation

She formed a group called L'l Aussie
Prems and joined a Melboume group

‘Winning this award is very
exciting and overwhelming.
There were many people
nominated who have been
doing good things in the
community for 40 years.'
Julla Tolvonen

called Life's Litthe Treasures. She created
UT's website as a networking tool to
inform and assist parents,

Mrs Tolvonen worked solely on the
National Premmie Foundation website in
the lead-up to the inauguration of the
organisation last October.

The foundation was formed by six
groups, including LLT,

She also created a Queensiand char-
ity’s website and is in charge of
maimaining the sites.

“Doing this work takes a lot of time; I'm
often up until 3am just trying to get it
done.”

She said she prefemed working at night
50 she could spend the day with her son.
Mrs Toivonen knows only too well the

difficulties a family faces after Ronan
spent 100 days in hospital and had many
complications, including chronic lung
disease,

Crawling and walking are milestones in
B Chidd’s e, but for Ronan each one has
proved a challenge

Mrs Torvonen has made a website dedi-
Cated to her son with pictures and
updates on his progress.

Proud mother: Jua Toivonen
babies easier, Des




